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Performance notes

“Burden” is an old-fashioned word for the refrain of a song, used here as a metaphor for love — something
you can’t get out of your mind. It should be sung joyfully, even raucously, never losing the 2-over-3

rhythmic feel.

The Swingles have performed several versions of the song. Our regular 7-part a cappella arrangement
includes live loops which allow us to add additional vocal lines, and for this reason the version presented
‘here requires at least 8 voices: SSATTBB plus vocal percussion. (The first tenor part could be sung by an
alto if required.) Feel free to add handclaps to reinforce the rhythm and the party mood.

Our recorded version on Deep End features real acoustic guitar, bass and drums. If the vocal bass or
‘percussion parts present difficulty, any of these instruments could be added (chords are given above the
bass stave). For ease of playing, guitarists may wish to tune down by a semitone.
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