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Yih’yu l’ratson (May the words of my mouth)

Stanley M. Hoffman

for SATB Chorus unaccompanied
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Two other versions of Yih’yu l’ratson (May the words of my mouth) are available from the publisher:
Catalog No. 5876 for cantor (high voice) and keyboard, and
Catalog No. 5877 for cantor (low voice) and keyboard.
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Born in Cleveland, Ohio in 1959, Stanley M. Hoffman has lived in the greater Boston area since
1977. He holds degrees in composition from Brandeis Universit y (PhD 1993), New England Con-
servatory of Music (MM 1984), and The Boston Conservatory (BM Cum Laude 1981). Dr. Hoffman’s
Grant Us Peace (ECS Publishing No. 6031, an homage to the victims of the terrorist attacks of 9/11/
01 composed to a text from Gates of Prayer) received “honors” in the 2002 Waging Peace Through
Singing program and was recommended for performance by the jury. Dr. Hoffman’s commissions
include Selections from the Song of Songs for male voice and wind ensemble from the Metropolitan
Wind Symphony in 1996, and Trio in One Movement for clarinet, viola and violoncello from the
contemporary music ensemble ALEA III in 1995. There Is a Name for SA chorus and amplified
classical guitar was performed before 8,000 people in 1995 at the dedication ceremonies for the
New England Holocaust Memorial of Boston. The Boston Composers String Quartet has per-
formed his String Quartet (1987) at Jordan Hall, Boston, and at Carnegie Hall, New York Cit y. Dr.
Hoffman received a BMI Award to Student Composers in 1985 for his composition Thirteen Ways
of Looking at a Blackbird for mezzo-soprano and string quartet. Chief Editor at ECS Publishing since
1998, Dr. Hoffman is also active as a conductor, lecturer, and vocalist in the Boston area.


